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to the mere quantitative meaning of completeness or all-inclu-siveness, or, as he expressed it, * reality' irrespective of any qualitative idea of excellence or good. And, finally, he distinctly recognised the presence of purpose in the constitution of things; using the following illustration : as bees have no other object in their work than to store honey for the winter, while man who keeps them has another object, viz. to get honey for himself; so the particular end of our nature is different from the ultimate end of infinite nature, which uses us as tools1. This is the more significant, because at a later time there was no interpretation of the world which so touched in Spinoza the springs of passionate contempt, as that which saves in it anything like action for an end. From the internal inconsistency of these indications we may infer, that his ontological theory had not yet been thoroughly worked out, and that its naturalism, while fascinating his imagination, had still to make some conquest in his intellect. And from the vestiges of theistic conception it is evident, that his theological problem was only gradually solved, and as a centre of interest had not yet been left behind. From both features taken together it appears probable, that he formed his idea of the Supreme term of being not by atheistically expunging his original belief, and then reconstituting a substitute from the data of natural philosophy ; but by rescinding from his religious conception one constituent after another as he found it to be untenable, i. e. incompatible with his postulates; parting by degrees with design, with free volition, with thought of a possible beyond the actual; reducing moral relations to natural necessity, and ideal perfectness to quantitative totality. There remained the idea of Causality^ involving in some form or other that of priority; and this I conceive he left for a time, undefined and in darkness, suspended over the universe, while he descended and separately studied the world of which it was to give account.
1 De Deo, &c. II. xxiv. Vol. II. 355, 356.    See Trendelenburg. Beitr. III. p. 351.